Attachment 5:
Mentor Letter of Invitation

Dear Potential Garden Mentor,

Your Project’s Name is developing a project to promote home gardening among your target group..  This project involves __# of people/families in specific place or area.  The selected participants have (completed a survey) and signed a covenant agreeing to tend their garden throughout the growing season.  

Partner has agreed to build and install 4'x 8' wooden raised bed frames.  Partner will also fill the beds with a special organic soil mixture so the beds will be and ready to plant the same day.  We hope to install the beds early to mid-March/April.  Plant starts are awaiting us from your source.  We will purchase other starts and seeds as per participant request.  While the focus is vegetables, herbs and flowers will also be encouraged.

The role of the garden mentor will be to educate, guide, and support these families/participants--some of which have never gardened before.  The plan is for the mentor of each family to meet with us at the family's home on the day of installation for introductions and to get a general idea of the family's gardening goals.  After that, a minimum of one contact per week--could occasionally be by phone in the event of vacations--to support, educate, and cheer the family on.  This is a commitment of sharing time, knowledge, and encouragement; no financial costs to you should be incurred.  Project coordinator will be taking photographs and chronicling the project throughout the summer so I would want to rendezvous with you at your participant's garden sometimes. We'll celebrate the "end" (gardening never ends) of the project with a big potluck for all participants and mentors at the your chosen place sometime in September. 

What a perfect community service project:  supporting delightful, appreciative citizens in their efforts to feed their families fresh, delicious produce grown in their own small, contained garden.  Since the time commitment is small some of you may want to mentor 2 or 3 families which would be wonderful!!!

Thank you so much for your interest.  I've no doubt that this will be a fun and satisfying experience for those who choose to participate.

Please feel free to contact me via phone (###-#####) or e-mail for further information.

Your Name,

Project Coordinator
